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VISIONS OF AMERICAN MOTHERHOOD AND MOTHERING 

Mollie Kervick 

 

In my own research in motherhood studies and maternal theory, I have found that through 

the discourse of motherhood and mothering we can approach important issues under broad 

categories of gender, sexuality, class and race. Using recent popular and scholarly texts that 

frame motherhood and mothering in diverse ways, this course aims to engage students as critical 

writers and thinkers in order to prepare them for a number of writing situations beyond our 

seminar.  

 One of my main intentions while building this course was to structure the assignment 

sequence in a way that allows other instructors to alter the course inquiry for a variety of 

different topics. I have divided the course into four units each based on a “key text,” a topic 

related to motherhood and mothering, and rhetorical strategies drawn from The Academic Writer 

by Lisa Ede, as follows: 

 

           Key Text                   Topic         Rhetorical Strategies (Ede) 

Unit 1 “The Myths of 

Motherhood”  

Social construction of “ideal 

motherhood” 

● Reading Visual texts 
● Strategies for 

Multimodal Composing 

Unit 2 Big Little Lies Ideology of intensive 

mothering 

● Analyzing and 

Synthesizing Texts 

● Composing an 

Academic Argument 

 

Unit 3 Moonlight/The Kids 

Are All Right 

Motherhood and 

race/gender/sexuality 

● Developing 

research/infolit skills 

● Joining the scholarly 

conversation 

● Design 

Unit 4 “Mapping the 

Margins” 

Intersectionality ● Reflection 

● Applying a theoretical 

lens 

  

While the above chart is reductive in that it does not include the actual work of the course (in-

class writing/discussion, peer review, collaborative thinking), I include it here as a possible 

jumping off point for adapting my course for another inquiry that instructors may have more 

familiarity with or interest in. For an obvious example, the assignment sequence for my course 

could be used for a course on “Fathers” or “Sisterhood” and the primary and critical texts could 

be switched out quite easily.  
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 As you will see from the assignment sequence, I have carefully organized the 

assignments so they build off of one another and require students to apply skills practiced in the 

previous assignment to the next. For example, Assignment 2 (page 13) asks students to analyze a 

visual text (something they have already practiced in Assignment 1 (page 10)) while 

incorporating a critical text. Something to note, however, is my choice to include Kimberlé 

Crenshaw’s text on intersectionality in the final unit of this course. While it is vital to approach 

issues related to motherhood and mothering intersectionally, I introduce this theoretical text at 

the end of the semester in order to promote reflection during this part of the course. I have little 

doubt that my students writing for assignments 1-3 will discuss gender, sexuality, class, and race 

as overlapping and interlocking forces to construct motherhood and mothering, but Assignment 4 

asks them to revisit one of their previous arguments specifically through Crenshaw’s language 

and claims.  

My course uses visual texts, mainly television and film, as primary texts. In doing so, I 

hope to expand the definition of “text” for my students while also teaching them that popular 

media plays a large role in the development of dominant discourses. When using film and 

television in the classroom however, questions about access become important to consider. As 

you will note on page 4 of my syllabus, I have listed Big Little Lies as a required text for students 

to purchase. Because it is a recent series of 7 episodes it will be necessary for my students to 

watch much of the series outside of the classroom. However, I will also give the option of 

episode and film screenings outside of class throughout the semester in order to enable students 

who may not be able to access a personal laptop for viewing. I will survey students at the 

beginning of the semester to establish a convenient day and time for screenings in order to make 

scheduling efficient for both myself and my students.  

In the end, this course intends to enable students to become engaged writers, readers, and 

thinkers through the complex topic of motherhood and mothering. Ideally, by the end of the 

semester my students will not only have developed their writing and rhetorical skills, but also 

have thought critically about important social and political forces. I am happy to discuss any 

questions or concerns you may have about adapting this course for your own purposes.  

 

Mollie Kervick 

mollie.kervick@uconn.edu 

  

mailto:mollie.kervick@uconn.edu
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ENGLISH 1010: SEMINAR IN ACADEMIC WRITING 

VISIONS OF AMERICAN MOTHERHOOD AND MOTHERING 

COURSE SYLLABUS 

 

  

Mollie Kervick 

she/her/hers 

  

mollie.kervick@uconn.edu 

  

Office Hours and Location:  

Austin 242 

  

Mailbox: Located in Austin 210 

  

Course Description 

The University of Connecticut’s First-Year Writing (FYW) seminars are characterized by 

collaborative, student-driven inquiry. As a general education course, FYW prepares students for 

future academic work by asking them to use writing to enter into and contribute to active academic 

conversations. The instructor in an FYW seminar provides a site and offers contexts with readings, 

central questions, and directed discussion for the development of this ongoing work. Through 

cycles of writing, feedback, and reflection, students pursue writing projects in which they select 

and define places where they might advance the class conversation. Writing projects in this course 

will be grounded in a semester-long inquiry of a fairly specific topic.  

  

Course Inquiry 

What does motherhood look like in the United States today? How does the practice of mothering 

vary across different communities and collectives? While motherhood is often lauded as the most 

important job and Americans repeatedly discuss valuing family, the rhetoric of motherhood and 

mothering regularly constructs it as a natural and innate practice performed by cisgender women. 

In effect, this enduring myth of the American “Good Mother” systematically excludes many 

models of motherhood and mothering that fall outside the biological mother-child relationship 

such as: adoptive or non-biological mothers, lesbian, trans, or gender non-conforming parents, 

teen mothers, homeless mothers, mothers with physical or mental disabilities, and many more. 

Through a number of analytical frameworks, we will interrogate how different texts (film, 

television, literature) theorize motherhood and mothering, specifically how language and 

medium influence our understanding of this institution and practice.  By analyzing recent cultural 

representations of the mother we will answer important questions regarding motherhood in 

relation to race, class, gender and sexuality. By the end of the course, we will be able to 

deconstruct a singular, one-dimensional image of the mother and consider the ways motherhood 

and mothering can be important sites of resistance, social action, and change. 

  

Course Outcomes 

By the conclusion of this course, you should be able to: 

● See yourself as a writer and as someone who can compose to examine, develop, and 

communicate ideas in line with your goals and the situation. 
 

mailto:mollie.kervick@uconn.edu
http://fyw.uconn.edu/
http://geoc.uconn.edu/student-guide-to-gen-ed/
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● Discover, inhabit, and engage with others’ ideas in productive ways through our readings 

of complex texts; extend your ideas to new ground. 

● Plan your writing as an act of communication to an anticipated reading audience. 
● Practice writing as an act of inquiry and discovery, breaking down a perceived barrier 

between personal and academic writing.  
● Reflect on and practice various writing processes (including drafting and revision); 

become accustomed to doing more than simple editing to change written work. 

● Use digital technologies rhetorically 
● Build facility with Information Literacy as defined by the university’s general education 

guidelines. Begin to develop more digital literacy with appropriate apps and interfaces. 
  

Required Texts to Purchase 

● Ede, Lisa. The Academic Writer, 4th edition, Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2017. 

● Big Little Lies (2017). Episodes 1-7. Included with a subscription to HBOGo, or available 

for purchase on Amazon, Google Play, Itunes 

  

Disability and Accessibility 

The First-Year Writing program is committed to making educational opportunities available to all 

students. If you have a physical, psychological, medical or learning disability that may impact your 

course work, please contact the Center for Students with Disabilities (Wilbur Cross 204, 860-486-

2020). They will work with you to accommodate your needs and provide me with a letter 

describing those accommodations. All information and documentation is confidential. Please 

contact me as soon as possible in the semester so that I can also make the necessary arrangements 

for your comfort in our classroom.   

  

The Writing Center 

The Writing Center employs tutors who work with students on their papers at any stage of the 

writing process—from brainstorming to reviewing final drafts to helping with specific difficulties 

you may have. This service is free and highly recommended for all students. You can sign up for 

an appointment on the Writing Center website. 

Integrity and Respect 
In this class, you may come into contact, and perhaps conflict, with communities whose ideals and 

perspectives may differ radically from your own. This will be a topic of discussion and interest, 

but it may also be uncomfortable, and we will seek to find meaning in those uncomfortable 

moments. As a class, we will maintain a sympathetic and compassionate outlook and keep an open 

mind throughout the course. [I will post trigger warnings about any upcoming texts, but if at any 

time you feel triggered by course content or discussion, please alert me and we will work out an 

alternative.] 

Additionally, in accordance with UConn policies and Title IX, this course will be a designated safe 

space for all students, regardless of background, ability, sexual orientation, gender identity, 

religion, socioeconomic status, race, or ethnicity. If you feel you have experienced discrimination 

or harassment at UConn, you can find support and resources at the Office of Institutional Equity. 

You may also contact Health Services, Counseling & Mental Health Services, and/or the Women’s 

http://writingcenter.uconn.edu/
http://writingcenter.uconn.edu/
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Center. Please note that I am a mandatory reporter to the Office of Institutional Equity if I become 

aware of issues that may pose a danger to a student’s health or safety. 

  

 

Academic Integrity 

While studying and making use of the ideas and texts of others is central to the writing we will be 

doing in this course, this must be done in an ethical and appropriate way. Please review and abide 

by the University’s code on academic misconduct (plagiarism and misuse of sources), which will 

be distributed in class and can also be found on the UConn Community Standards website; you 

will be held responsible for understanding these materials. Plagiarizing the work of others—

passing off someone else’s work as your own—is a very serious offense, and anyone found 

plagiarizing will fail the essay or the course. Please let me know if you have questions about what 

constitutes appropriate use and citation of other people’s work. 

 

Multilingual Scholarship 

This classroom is a multilingual and translingual space, and we speak and write across languages. 

I encourage you to speak to me about any concerns you have with language use (reading, speaking, 

and/or writing) in this course, and I encourage you to be respectful of your colleagues in this 

multilingual space. 

  

[Although “standard American English” is the lingua franca of our class discussions, all students 

have the right to their own language.] 

● How to address students using other languages within the paper 
● Address reading in various languages  

● Translating language within an essay or project 

● This is not a course to learn English, but through the work of this course students will 

cultivate skills to communicate ideas through English … (?) 
● Not running your paper through a translator  

 

Course Components 

Participation 

This is a seminar rather than a lecture course. Most of the learning in a seminar comes from the 

experience of making and doing rather than from “lessons provided by an expert.” Thoughtful 

discourse is an essential part of this class, and you will frequently work in groups of various sizes, 

which means you will need to be considerate of and attentive to others. It is your responsibility to 

keep up with the reading, to contribute to class conversation in the form of analytical comments 

or questions, and to attend class regularly and on time. See attendance policy below. 

  

Reading 

Although ENGL 1010 is described as a writing course, the writing you do here has a very close 

relationship to reading. Lisa Ede says that like writing, reading “is an act of composing, of 

constructing meaning through language and images” (16). The process of writing begins with 

careful reading of a situation, written text, or various media. You will be reading to find ways into 

the conversation in which an author or text is participating. Many of these texts are multi-layered 

and complex and you should expect to read most texts more than once.  

http://community.uconn.edu/the-student-code-preamble/
http://community.uconn.edu/the-student-code-preamble/
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Writing 

You will compose four major projects totaling the equivalent of 30 pages of revised, polished prose 

in this course. In order to accomplish this, you will be doing ample writing along the way, including 

in-class writing, homework assignments, and drafts of these major projects.  

Revision 
Each major writing project will go through a drafting process in which you shape your ideas and 

experiment with ways to best communicate this work. You should expect to put significant time 

and effort into the revision process and for projects to shift, change, and develop as you revise. 

Only the final projects will be assigned a grade, but all of your work may contribute to your final 

grade in the course. 

Conferences and Peer Review 
Conferences and peer review are integral to the goals of this course. Through the drafting process 

of each major essay, we will use small group or individual conferences during, in addition to, or 

in place of regular class meetings. The quality of your involvement in these processes is a crucial 

factor in your participation grade in this course. 

 

Information Literacy 

ENGL 1010 provides the first stage of the University’s Information Literacy competency, 

including attention to university research and digital literacy. You should expect to use outside 

sources and scholarly research to inform your work throughout the semester. While all assignments 

will provide opportunities for developing Information Literacy skills, we will have at least one 

assignment that will be built with this specific purpose in mind. 

 

Reflective Component 

The reflective portion of the course includes any time spent on characterizing, reconsidering, or 

qualifying one’s work. Reflection happens throughout the semester, usually in ways that 

complement writing projects by providing opportunities for a writer to imagine alternatives or 

trace lines of thought or activity. 

  

Course Concerns 

If you have any questions about the course or your final course grade, please see your instructor 

as soon as possible. If that conversation is not productive, please see or contact an Assistant 

Director of First-Year Writing to further discuss the issues at firstyearwriting@uconn.edu or 860-

486-2859. 

 

 

  

http://geoc.uconn.edu/information-literacy-competency/
http://geoc.uconn.edu/information-literacy-competency/
mailto:firstyearwriting@uconn.edu
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ENGLISH 1010: SEMINAR IN ACADEMIC WRITING 

VISIONS OF AMERICAN MOTHERHOOD AND MOTHERING 

COURSE POLICIES STATEMENT 

 

Grading and Evaluation 

Your final grade will depend on two things: your successful completion of the day-to-day work of 

the course (including in-class writing, drafts of all major writing assignments, and substantial 

revisions to those assignments) and the quality of that work. 

 

As for the first—your successful completion of the day-to-day work of the course—you will be 

awarded credit for your contributions to class (i.e. active participation, completion of in-class 

writing and tasks), your submissions of essay drafts and other work that is satisfactory, on time, 

and complete, as well as your regular engagement with others’ work (via in-class discussion, peer 

review, etc.). Substantial amounts of missing work will result in a failure of the course. 

 

The second component is entirely about the quality of your completed major writing projects. 

Every major assignment will be given a grade, though later assignments will have a greater 

influence on your grade for the semester. Each assignment prompt will clarify priorities for high-

quality work, but generally an A paper will 

● respond energetically and creatively to the readings and the assignment; 
● engage meaningfully with texts in a sustained manner; 

● form a cohesive final project; 
● contribute new ideas or formulations that successfully enter into conversation with others’ 

work;  
● demonstrate rhetorical awareness, including knowledge of and facility with genre 

conventions. 
 

If at any point you have questions or concerns about how you’re doing in the course, please don’t 

hesitate to ask. 

 

HuskyCT 

HuskyCT is UConn’s online platform for communication and the distribution of class materials. 

This class will make use of HuskyCT for sharing all types of writing and collaborating with each 

other. Please ask if you have any questions about how to use HuskyCT or any difficulty navigating 

its tools. 

 

Attendance, Tardiness 

Class attendance is important and affects your participation grade. You are responsible for work 

missed as a result of an absence. Excessive or habitual lateness will be counted as absences. 

Allowances will be made for religious observances, medical or family emergencies, and 

mandatory athletic commitments with advanced notice. 

 

Television and Film Texts 

In addition to articles and essays, a major component of this course’s texts will be television and 

film. While we will be watching some of these texts in class, you will be required to acquire 



Kervick 8 

 

access to certain texts (for example, episodes of Big Little Lies) in order to be able to re-watch 

and review these texts as you write about them. You can purchase or rent these films or episodes 

for a fair price on Amazon or Itunes, and copies of the films can be acquired through Inter   

Library Loan.  

  

Late Papers 

It is crucial that you turn assignments in on time. Failing to do so will affect your grade and limit 

your ability to participate in class. All formal and informal assignments must be ready to turn in at 

the beginning of the class they are due and/or uploaded to our digital classroom platform no later 

than the stated deadline. If you have a serious need for an extension, you must contact me and 

receive approval at least 48 hours before the due date. There are no retroactive extensions. In 

the event of a crisis, contact me as soon as possible, and we will work out a solution. 

 

Digital and Paper Copies 

As responsible students, you are expected to backup your digital documents. Late papers due to 

computer crashes or other electronic issues will not be accepted. Google Drive, Dropbox, 

Microsoft OneDrive, or an external hard drive are all excellent options for saving your work. You 

will submit your papers to me via HuskyCT, but there will be times throughout the semester when 

you need to bring in a paper copy of your work for in-class peer review. 

 

If you encounter technical difficulties in the writing process, or if you would like to take advantage 

of some of the complementary software provided by the university, please visit the Information 

Technology Department online. 

 

Phones, Tablets, and Other Electronics 

Please do not use electronic devices in class unless they are in the service of your note taking or 

in-class writing. Let’s do our best to speak directly to one another and support a collegial 

environment. 

  

  
  

http://it.business.uconn.edu/
http://it.business.uconn.edu/
http://it.business.uconn.edu/
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ENGLISH 1010: SEMINAR IN ACADEMIC WRITING 

VISIONS OF AMERICAN MOTHERHOOD AND MOTHERING 

ASSIGNMENT SEQUENCE 

 

Mollie Kervick-- ENGL1010 

Assignment 1a 

Analyzing a Visual Text 

Working Texts 

● “Reading Visual Texts,” Ede. The Academic Writer, 41-50  
● The Myths of Motherhood, Introduction, by Shari Thurer 

● Visual text (print or video) of your choice related to motherhood/mothering 

  

Context 

In “The Myths of Motherhood” Shari Thurer writes, “Motherhood—the way we perform 

mothering—is culturally derived. Each society has its own mythology, complete with rituals, 

beliefs, expectations, norms, and symbols….The Good Mother is reinvented as each age of 

society defines her anew, in its own terms, according to its mythology (xv).” Visual texts 

(advertisements, websites, photos, paintings, music videos, etc.) contribute to this “mythology.” 

One of the major questions you will pursue during this semester is how do contemporary cultural 

texts construct the image of motherhood and mothering? 

  

Writing Work 

Analyze the ways the visual text of your choice contributes to a “mythology” of American 

motherhood and mothering. Discuss the claims that your text makes about motherhood and 

mothering and the strategies/methods the text uses to put forth these claims. 

  

Submission Information 

1-2 pages (Times New Roman, double-spaced, 1-inch margins) 
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Mollie Kervick--ENGL1010 

Assignment 1 

Composing a Multimodal Argument  

(Group Project) 

Working Texts 

● “Reading Visual Texts,” Ede. The Academic Writer, 41-50  
● Chapter 11, “Strategies for Multimodal Composing,” Ede. The Academic Writer, 319-335 

● The Myths of Motherhood, Introduction, by Shari Thurer 
● 3 visual texts (print or multimedia) chosen by your group  

 

Context 

As we have discussed in class, American motherhood and mothering are not singular, static or 

one-dimensional. Rather, motherhood and mothering are conceived of in complex and often 

conflicting ways depending on the collective or community in question. Much of this 

“mythology” of motherhood (Thurer), or the way people construct motherhood and mothering is 

influenced by various cultural texts (visual or print).  

  

Writing Task 

For this project, you will use juxtaposition as a rhetorical technique by positioning text in 

relation to images, which, through their mashing-up, create conversational space or a reaction 

from your viewers. Using Shari Thurer’s The Myths of Motherhood, make a multimodal 

argument about motherhood and mothering which you will then juxtapose against the three 

visual texts your group chose to analyze for assignment 1a. How you choose to present the words 

and images together is up to you and you will have to consider the rhetorical implications of 

certain designs and choices. Unlike in print media where a writer is concerned with clarification 

and order, you will deploy a juxtapositional approach when composing this mashup. Such an 

approach embraces disorientation, employs experiential sampling, and provides opportunities for 

viewers to find unrealized connections among disparate events and material things. 

  

Procedure 

This project will require two main steps. These steps can be undertaken in any order. 

 

● Write about a text/topic/idea, using Thurer as a frame (1200-1500 words) 

o Condense into groups of short sentences (aim for segments of 3 or fewer 

sentences of less than 8 words) 
● Assemble/make a series of images that represent the text/topic/idea you’ve chosen to 

discuss 
o Organize and juxtapose these images with your text  

 

Some students will find that it makes more sense to write their way into this assignment, while 

others may prefer to work primarily visually at first. Wherever you decide to start, both the 

visual and linguistic modes will depend on each other and you’ll want to think of both as you 

compose each element. 
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The first draft should be manipulable—that is, it should still be easy to change. This is easier to 

accomplish when working digitally, but it is probably worth practicing good file management 

and making sure you save separate files for each of the elements you produce. If you’re doing 

analog (non-digital) work, it’s best if you don’t “glue your pieces down” in a way that will make 

it difficult to revise. Consider penciling in your work or keeping text and image pieces separate 

so that you can move them around. 

  

The revised draft should be accompanied by a process note describing the design choices you 

made and explaining why you made them. In addition, this process note should discuss the 

specific contributions you made to this group project and evaluate the process of working with 

the group.  

  

Submission Information 

● first draft [DUE DATE; SUBMISSION DETAILS] 
● revised draft [DUE DATE; SUBMISSION DETAILS] 

● process note: 300-500 words (due with revised draft) 

  

Evaluation 

Your work will be evaluated on how you critically and creatively engage with your materials. 

Specifically, successful projects will create and transform materials through juxtaposition and 

sequencing of image and text and will work rhetorically through multiple modes. Your selection, 

organization, design and commentary on the materials you combine should be strategic and bring 

something new to the conversations they take place in. Finally, I will evaluate your group’s 

ability to present your project in a way that communicates your argument, process of 

composition, and actively engages the classroom audience. 

  

A note on group evaluation 

While your group will present a single collaborative project, each group member will earn a 

separate grade for this assignment. I will carefully consider your final project, presentation, and 

process note in order to determine your grade. Active participation in the group is required for a 

passing grade on this assignment. 
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Mollie Kervick—ENGL1010 

Prewriting Assignment 2a 
Applying a Frame to a Case 

Working Texts  

● Big Little Lies episodes [TBD] 
● “Why Can’t a Mother Be More Like a Businessman?,” Introduction to The Cultural 

Contradictions of Motherhood by Sharon Hays 

Context 

Drawing on her case-study of Rachel, Sharon Hays argues, “The methods of appropriate child-

rearing are construed as child-centered, expert-guided, emotionally absorbing, labor-intensive, 

and financially expensive….It is this fully elaborated, logically cohesive combination of beliefs 

that I call the ideology of intensive mothering” (414). Intensive mothering is often thought of as 

the “appropriate” approach to mothering, especially in upper-middle class (predominately white) 

communities. How do we see this ideology being deployed in popular media today? 

Writing Task 

For this short assignment choose one scene or character from Big Little Lies. Drawing on Hays’s 

text, apply her concept of the ideology of intensive mothering to the character or scene that you 

choose. Consider how the writers/director engage with the concept of intensive mothering. In 

what ways does the character/scene reinforce, push-back against, or complicate Hays’s definition 

of intensive mothering? Use quotation and detailed description rather than relying on broad 

summary. 

Submission Information 

2-3 pages (Times New Roman, double-spaced, 1-inch margins) 
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Mollie Kervick--ENGL1010 
Assignment 2 

Extend and Trouble 

  

Working Texts 
● Big Little Lies episodes [TBD] 

● “Why Can’t a Mother Be More Like a Businessman?” Intro to The Cultural 

Contradictions of Motherhood  by Sharon Hays 

Context 

At this point in the semester, you have located various images/sites/situations in which the “good 

mother” myth is reinforced, deconstructed, or complicated. Additionally, we have discussed how 

the ideology of intensive mothering plays a role in the development of this myth. The HBO 

miniseries Big Little Lies (2017) complicates the “good mother myth” and intensive mothering 

by shedding light on the complex lives and emotions of a number of upper middle-class mother 

characters in a wealthy community.  

Writing Work 

Using Hays as a frame for Big Little Lies, make an argument about how the ideology of intensive 

mothering furthers/and or limits our understanding of the construction of motherhood and 

mothering in the series. Your paper should both establish a definition of intensive mothering and 

determine the ways intensive mothering emerges in the show. Beyond merely establishing 

instances or examples in which the show engages with intensive motherhood and mothering, 

your goal with this essay is to make a claim about how this film complicates, compliments, 

and/or confuses one of Hays’s key arguments.  

Guiding Questions 
In what ways does the show incorporate images/instances of intensive mothering? How does the 

series reinforce/break down a concept of intensive mothering? How do certain elements of the 

show (filming techniques/editing/soundtrack/images/motifs) inform your thinking about the 

ideology of intensive mothering and the myth of the good mother? 

Submission Information 

First draft: 4–5 pgs. (Times New Roman, double-spaced, 1-inch margins) 

Final draft: 5–7 pgs. (Times New Roman, double-spaced, 1-inch margins) 

Evaluation 

Successful papers will respond energetically and creatively to the readings and the assignment; 

engage meaningfully with texts in a sustained manner; form a cohesive final project; contribute 

new ideas or formulations that successfully enter into conversation with others’ work; demonstrate 

rhetorical awareness, including knowledge of and facility with genre conventions; and correctly 

handle citations. 
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Mollie Kervick--ENGL1010 

Prewriting Assignment 3a 

Topic Proposal for Research Guide 

 Working Texts 

● Ede, Chapter 7, “Doing Research: Joining the Scholarly Conversation,” 183-211 
● Any primary and secondary sources from our class archive 
● Examples of Library Research Guides: http://guides.lib.uconn.edu/  

  

Context 

While Big Little Lies, Moonlight, and The Kids Are All Right draw on a number of important 

debates regarding motherhood and mothering, these conversations extend far beyond these three 

primary texts for our course. Under the broad categories of gender, sexuality, race, and class, 

exist many more important questions about mothering to consider. For assignment 3 you will be 

composing a research guide that provides information and materials about a topic of your choice 

related to motherhood and mothering. 

  

Writing Work 

Choose a research topic relevant to our course inquiry and the conversations we have been 

having throughout semester. Write a proposal that describes the topic that you will be exploring. 

You should address the following questions: 

● What interests you about the topic you are proposing and why is this subject an 

important issue for academic study? 
● What conversations are happening/have happened around this topic? That is, what 

might people argue about when talking about this subject? 
● What information have you found on this topic so far, and why is that information 

promising? You do not have to have done very much reading on the subject yet, 

but it will help a lot to show what search terms you have been using on ProQuest 

and EBSCO, as well as what kind of results you are getting (that is, are you 

getting mostly newspaper articles? Magazine articles? Scholarly journals?) What 

academic journal(s) seem to deal with the topic you want to study? 
  

Guiding Research Categories 

This is a short list of broad areas of research that may help you begin to narrow down a topic. 

This is not a list of topic for your research guide, however. You should use these as jumping off 

points for more focused topics. (Note: your topic does not have to be related to any item on the 

following list) 

 

● Adoption/adoptive mothers 

● Single mothers by choice 
● Childcare practices 

● Breastfeeding (activism, biology) 
● Indigenous mothering 
● Mothering and the economy 
● Refugee mothers and mothering 

● Motherhood and employment 

● Birthing practices 
● Caregiving by gender 

nonconforming individuals  
● Motherhood and religion 
● Mothering by people with disabilities 
● Mothers and the State

 

http://guides.lib.uconn.edu/
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 Submission Information 

2 pages (Times New Roman, double-spaced, 1-inch margins) 
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Mollie Kervick--ENGL1010 

Assignment 3 

Composing a Research Guide 

Working Texts 

● Ede, Chapter 7, “Doing Research: Joining the Scholarly Conversation,” pg. 183-211 
● Any primary and secondary sources from our class archive 
● Additional Sources you find through UConn Library services 

  

Context 

Our class archive and discussions have prompted us to consider a number of topics and issues 

related to motherhood and mothering, but these conversations extend far beyond our seminar. By 

developing and employing your scholarly research skills, you will be able to learn more 

information about the topic you chose in Assignment 3a and also curate that information into a 

guide (similar to those found on the UConn Library website http://guides.lib.uconn.edu) for other 

researchers.  

  

Writing Work 

Using resources available to you through UConn Library services, compose a “Research Guide” 

that provides tools and information for someone to more deeply understand ongoing 

conversations about your topic. Your research guide must include the following components:  

  

(Components to be determined by class during in-class exercise. These components might 

include the following: 

● Overview: A 1-2 paragraph description that introduces and explains the purpose of the 

guide 

● At least 2 multidisciplinary databases: general article databases that allow users to search 

for text across a variety of disciplines 
● At least 1 specialized database: database that allows users to find articles/texts in a 

specific discipline. For example, if your topic has to do with gender and sexuality, you 

might include a database such as “LGBT Life”  

● At least 3 citations and annotations of important books and/or articles on your topic ) 
  

In addition to the research guide, you will also provide a 2 page process note in which you 

describe and reflect on the choices you made in composing the research guide. 

  

Submission Information  

First draft: [DUE DATE/SUBMISSION INFO] 

Revised draft and process note: [DUE DATE/SUBMISSION INFO] 

  

Evaluation 

Successful projects will include all of the required components for the research guide. In 

addition, I will evaluate this project on your thorough engagement with the topic of your choice 

and the effectiveness of your presentation of the collected materials to your audience.  

  

http://guides.lib.uconn.edu/
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Mollie Kervick--ENGL1010 

Prewriting Assignment 4a 

Analyzing a Theoretical Lens 
 

Working Texts 

● Crenshaw, Kimberle Williams. 1991. “Mapping the Margins: Intersectionality , Identity 

Politics , and Violence Against Women of Color.” Stanford Law Review 43(6):1241–99. 
  

Context 

In Assignment 4, you will be revisiting one of your previous projects and analyzing it through a 

theoretical lens. Vital to your successful analysis of this text is your clear and nuanced 

understanding of the lens text (“Mapping the Margins”) itself.  

  

Writing Task 

Select 1 or 2 difficult or important passages from Crenshaw’s article and summarize and analyze 

its major claims. Recall and address Ede’s major questions for analysis (pg. 115) in your writing: 

● What question is at issue? 
● What position does the author take? 

● Do the author’s reasons justify your acceptance of their argument? 
 

Submission Information 

2-3 pages (Times New Roman, double-spaced, 1-inch margins)  

  

Evaluation 

Successful papers will provide sustained and energetic analyses of Crenshaw’s article and 

theoretical framework on intersectionality.  
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Mollie Kervick--ENGL1010 

Prewriting Assignment 4b 

Synthesizing Texts 

  

Working Texts 

● Crenshaw, Kimberle Williams. 1991. “Mapping the Margins: Intersectionality , Identity 

Politics , and Violence Against Women of Color.” Stanford Law Review 43(6):1241–99 

● A text of your choice from outside of our class archive that deals with motherhood and 

mothering. (Remember we have established a broad definition of “text” which can refer 

to visual or written academic, popular, creative of professional writing). 
  

Context 

In assignment 4a you looked closely at Crenshaw’s argument and analyzed her major claims. As 

we read earlier in the semester, Ede writes, “Analysis is often connected with and leads to 

synthesis. When you analyze something, you examine it critically to understand how it is 

structured and how the parts work together to create the overall meaning. When you synthesize 

something, you draw on ideas or information from sources, as well as from your own experience, 

to create meaning of your own” (135).  

  

Writing Work 

Provide a sustained reading of the outside text of your choice through the lens of 

intersectionality. Use key quotations from Crenshaw’s article to provide a deeper understanding 

of your chosen text and the ways this theoretical lens complicates your text’s construction of 

motherhood and mothering. 

 

Submission Information 

2-3 pages (Times New Roman, double-spaced, 1-inch margins)  

  

Evaluation 

Successful papers will demonstrate substantial use of the theoretical lens text in order to 

highlight and complicate the additional text’s construction of motherhood. All sources should be 

properly cited in MLA format.   
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Mollie Kervick--ENGL1010 

Assignment 4 

Revisiting an Assignment through a Theoretical Lens 

Working Texts 

● One assignment that you have written for this course 
● Crenshaw, Kimberle Williams. 1991. “Mapping the Margins: Intersectionality, Identity 

Politics, and Violence Against Women of Color.” Stanford Law Review 43(6):1241–99 

● At least two secondary sources from our class archive 
  

Context 

In the last few weeks, you have developed a thorough understand of Crenshaw’s concept of 

intersectionality and have practiced synthesizing her argument with a text of your choice. As we 

have discussed, motherhood and mothering in different communities and collectives is 

constructed and influenced by a number of political, social, and individual forces and factors 

such as socioeconomic background, race, and gender and sexual identity.  

  

Writing Work 

Choose one previous assignment from this course in which you analyze a “mother” character. 

Revisit this essay and character through the theoretical lens drawn from Kimberle Crenshaw with 

the support of two additional arguments provided by writers of secondary sources from our 

previous units on motherhood and social class, motherhood and race, and motherhood and 

gender and sexuality.  In doing so, in this essay you will develop an argument that addresses the 

ways identity categories (race, sexuality, class, gender, etc.) work as overlapping and 

interlocking things—that is, as intersectional forces--to construct motherhood and mothering in 

your chosen text. Your central argument will be framed by the terms of Crenshaw’s essay and 

her insights will inform your own. Your goal with this essay is to use the work of a previous 

project as the basis for developing a new argument through the lens of intersectionality. While 

you may use minimal text from the previous project you are working with, the large majority of 

this essay should be newly written material. 

  

Evaluative Criteria 

Successful essays will carefully represent and respond to specific textual passages and scenes 

from both primary and secondary sources working to extend and support the claims you make. 

As such, your project should be built around four primary, related contributions: 

● Your articulation of Crenshaw’s theoretical lens 
● Your specific engagements with a particular character and motherhood and 

mothering from a primary text 
● Your argument about intersectionality and motherhood and mothering  

● Your use of at least two secondary sources from our class archive in addition to 

Crenshaw to support your argument 

 
 

Submission Information 

First Draft: 5-6 pages (Times New Roman, double-spaced, 1-inch margins)  

Revised Draft: 7-8 pages (Times New Roman, double-spaced, 1-inch margins)   
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ENGLISH 1010: SEMINAR IN ACADEMIC WRITING 

VISIONS OF AMERICAN MOTHERHOOD AND MOTHERING 

COURSE SCHEDULE  

Week Day Date In-Class  Complete for Today 

1 
Tuesday 8/29 Introductions, Syllabus, Diagnostic    

Thursday 8/31   
Introduction to The Myths of Motherhood by 
Shari Thurer, 341-343 (HuskyCT) 

2 

Tuesday 9/5   
“Reading Visual Texts,” Ede. The Academic 
Writer, 41-50  

Thursday 9/7 

Chapter 11,“Strategies for 
Multimodal Composing,” Ede. The 
Academic Writer; 319-335 Prewriting Assignment 1a 

3 
Tuesday 9/12 Group work on project Composing project 1 

Thursday 9/14 Group conferences Assignment 1: First Draft 

4 Tuesday 9/19 

Thinking and working through 
Assignment 1 
  
Big Little Lies ep. 1   

Thursday 9/21 
Presentations of Assignment 1 
Big Little Lies ep. 2 

Assignment 1: Revised Draft 
 

 

5 Tuesday 9/26 Writing about film/televison 
Read: “Why Can’t A Mother be More Like A 
Businessman?” by Sharon Hays 

Thursday 9/28   Prewriting Assignment 2a 

  
6 

Tuesday 10/3 Peer Review Assignment 2: First Draft 

Thursday 10/5   
Ede, Ch. 5 “Analyzing and Synthesizing 
Texts,” 105-142 

7 

Tuesday 10/10 Moonlight Assignment 2: Revised Draft 

Thursday 10/12 

  

  
Read: “Killing the Black Body” by Dorothy 
Roberts 

8 
Tuesday 10/17 

“My Son Runs in Riots” by Christy 
NaMee Eriksen 

“Why Don’t You Love Her?” by Norma 
Anjelica Marrun 
  
Ede, Chapter 7, “Doing Research: Joining 
the Scholarly Conversation,” pg. 183-211 

Thursday 10/19 The Kids Are All Right 

  
“What Mother’s Day Is Like When You’re A 
Trans Mom” by Dawn Ennis 
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9 Tuesday 10/24 
“As A Queer Parent I Still Don’t See 
Myself in Television” 

My Life as a Transgressor: Memoir of a 
Lesbian Soccer Mom,” by Marelne Fine 
  

Thursday 10/26 InfoLit session @ Babbidge Library Assignment 3a: Topic Proposal 

10 Tuesday 10/31 
Redirecting class for individual 
conferences   

Thursday 11/2 Peer Review Assignment 3: First Draft 

11 

Tuesday 11/7 
Presentation of Assignment 3 
(Research Guides)  Assignment 3: Revised Draft 

Thursday 11/9   

Read: “Mapping the Margins: 
Intersectionality , Identity Politics, and 
Violence Against Women of Color.” by 
Kimberle Crenshaw 

12 Tuesday 11/14 

“The Destiny of Motherhood for 
Women and the Differences in their 
Experiences” by Nerisse Bugho Prewriting Assignment 4a 

Thursday 11/16 
Revisit: Ede, Ch. 5 “Analyzing and 
Synthesizing Texts,” 105-142 Prewriting Assignment 4b 

13 
Tuesday 11/21 

No Class: Thanksgiving Recess 
Thursday 11/23 

14 
Tuesday 11/28 Peer Review Assignment 4: First Draft 

Thursday 11/30     

15 
Tuesday 12/5   Assignment 4:Revised Draft 

Thursday 12/7     
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ENGLISH 1010: SEMINAR IN ACADEMIC WRITING 

VISIONS OF AMERICAN MOTHERHOOD AND MOTHERING 

COURSE BIBLIOGRAPHY 
 

Required Texts 

Bugho, Nerisse. “The Destiny of Motherhood for Women and the Differences in their  

Experiences.” Applied Intersectionality. Medium, 7 February 2017. 14 June 2017.  

Crenshaw, Kimberle. "Mapping the margins: Intersectionality, identity politics, and violence  

against women of color." Stanford law review (1991): 1241-1299. 

Ede, Lisa. The Academic Writer: A Brief Guide. 4th ed., Macmillan, 2017. 

Ennis, Dawn. “What Mother’s Day is like when you’re a trans mom.” NewNowNext. LOGO,  

10 May 2017. http://www.newnownext.com/mothers-day-transgender/05/2017/ Accessed  

14 June 2017. 

Eriksen, Christy NaMee. “My Son Runs in Riots.” Revolutionary Mothering: Love on the Front  

Lines. Edited by Alexis Pauline Gumbs, China Martens, Mai’a Williams, PM Press, 

2016.  

Fine, Marlene G. "My Life as a Transgressor: Memoir of a Lesbian Soccer Mom." Mothering in  

the Third Wave, Edited by AE KInser, Demeter 2008. 79-87 

Hays, Sharon. “Why Can’t A Mother be More Like a Businessman?” Maternal Theory: 

Essential Readings. Edited by Andrea O’Reilly, Demeter, 2007. 408-430. 

King-Miller, Lindsay. “As a queer parent I still don’t see myself on television.” Vice. 15   

February 2017.  

Marrun, Norma Anjelica. “Why Don’t You Love Her?” Revolutionary Mothering: Love on the  

Front Lines. Edited by Alexis Pauline Gumbs, China Martens, Mai’a Williams, PM  

Press, 2016. 

http://www.newnownext.com/mothers-day-transgender/05/2017/
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Roberts, Dorothy. “Killing the Black Body.” Maternal Theory: Essential Readings. Edited by  

Andrea O’Reilly, Demeter, 2007, 482-499 

Thurer, Shari. “The myths of motherhood: How culture reinvents the good mother. ”Maternal  

Theory: Essential Readings. Edited by Andrea O’Reilly, Demeter, 2007. 331-344. 

 

Supplemental Texts 

 

ABCNews. “Transgender Parents Who Conceived Two Sons Naturally.” YouTube.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WwuRSS2whTg 

Appell, Annette R. "On fixing ‘bad’mothers and saving their children." Bad’’mothers: The  

politics of blame in twentieth-century America (1998): 356-380. 

Charlton, Tope Fadiran. "The Impossibility of the Good Black Mother."  The Good Mother  

Myth. Time.com (2013) 

CNNMoney. “Feeding a family on a food stamp budget.” Online video clip. YouTube.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OXKkakwf6Vk 

Collins, Patricia Hill. "Shifting the center: Race, class, and feminist theorizing about  

motherhood." Mothering: Ideology, experience, and agency (1994): 45-65. 

Khúc, Mimi. “What It Means to Love Mothers.” Black Girl Dangerous Blog. bgd.com (2013) 

  

 

 

 


