
Call for Papers and Presentations

The University of Connecticut First-Year Writing Program’s
13th Annual Conference on the Teaching of Writing

New Media, New Messages
Keynote Speakers: 

Jason Palmeri, Miami University of Ohio
Ben McCorkle, Ohio State University, Marion

Friday, April 6, 2018 
University of Connecticut, Hartford Regional Campus

10 Prospect St., Hartford, CT 06103

In 1964, Marshall McLuhan famously declared, “The 
medium is the message.” Forty years later, in her 2007 
Chair’s Address at the Conference on College Composi-
tion and Communication, Kathleen Blake Yancey 
observed that new media and composing technologies 
had led to the invention of new genres as well as to the 
creation of a new writing public. And in the decade since 
Yancey’s riveting talk, these new media and composing 
technologies have become progressively “newer,” allow-
ing, and inviting, us to more readily produce rather than 
just consume new media and new messages.

What does the teaching of writing with new media and 
new messages mean—and look like—for you? We invite 
proposals that engage questions such as (but not limited 
to) the following:

• How have new media and composing technologies 
transformed the intellectual work of college writing?

• How can we address or incorporate some of the 
genres of new media and new messages that students 
often use to compose outside of class?

• How can traditional conceptions of rhetoric inform 
our engagement with multimodal composition? 
Conversely, how can digital work reinvigorate tra-
ditional conceptions of rhetoric?

• How can we foster multimodal literacies in those 
cases when learning environments don’t offer stu-
dents sufficient access to digital technologies?

• What particular activities or assignments have you 
used in composing with new media? How have you 
employed remix or remediation in your teaching?

We seek proposals of 250 to 300 words for individual 
presentations, panels, and roundtables (full panels and 
roundtables are either 60 or 75 minutes; individual 
presentations should run 15 minutes). We ask that you 
please submit only one proposal.

—

Deadline for Submissions
January 15, 2018

Eligibility 
All teachers of writing, regardless of discipline, insti-
tution, campus, or level of teaching experience may 
submit proposals. Undergraduate and graduate students 
are also encouraged to apply.

Registration Details
• Form available at http://fyw.uconn.edu/instructors/

conference/
• $25 advance registration fee (send check payable to 

University of Connecticut) postmarked by 4/3
• $30 on-site registration fee
• Free registration for UConn faculty and all students 

(including graduate students)

Note that this year’s conference will be held at UConn’s 
Hartford campus, not in Storrs as in the past.

Co-sponsored by the Aetna Chair of Writing, First-Year 
Writing, the University of Connecticut Humanities Institute, 
and the English Department.
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